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Please note that the data card 
modelled in this presentation is 
incomplete and inaccurate and 

used only for illustrative 
purposes.  The slides will be 

updated in due course when work 
is completed on this project.



Why Have Data Cards??

1. Ca. 1995/96 collision between PSV and Forties 
Charlie jacket

2. PSV narrowly missed striking main 36” export risers
3. Investigation raised numerous issues on vessel and 

installation
• Mate new to ship, but from “sister” vessel
• Command transfer protocol from forward to aft 

different from sister vessel
• Master to Mate handover at 500m zone
• Mate instructed to position off west face by platform 

deck crew
• Platform deck crew unaware of restriction on PSV 

ops. on west face due presence of main export risers
• Restrictions to vessel ops. in Field section of 

Operator’s Marine manual, but not highlighted
• Realisation that practice of “dumping” Operators’

manuals on vessel did NOT address info. issues
This resulted in….

4. Data cards giving concise info. on Marine hazards at 
Installations

5. 500 metre zone pre-entry checks ensuring proper 
control transfer

6. Development of an Industry standard in “Safe 
Management and Operation of Offshore Support 
Vessel Operations”
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Proposed Data Card Format
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Header – Installation Name and Block No. plus type of 

Card, e.g. PSV/AHTS Data Card

Location Detail – Field Name, UKCS Block, Heading, 
Water Depth, Latitude, Longitude, Call Sign 

Communications – Details of radio and telecoms. 
procedures. VHF Calling channel, Safety channel, 
Crane/Deck channel. Phone numbers for Emergency, 
Installation initial contact, Key Contacts, e.g Radio 
Room/Control Room, OIM?????

Safe Anchorage – Co-ordinates for anchorage in 
emergency. NB Geographical co-ordinates and not 
UTMs

Hoses and Connections – All bulk connection types and 
sizes

Crane Info. – Position, jib length and capacity of whip line 
and main block

Installation Alarms – Alarm type and associated 
audio/visual signal

500 Metre Zone Pre-entry Checklist – Installation specific 
requirements

Action in Event of Emergency Alarm – Installation 
specific requirements



Proposed Data Card Format

Page 2
Diagram of Installation – Showing Jacket outline with 

topsides superimposed, crane positions, main features 
e.g. bridges, flare booms, heli-deck etc.

Particular Marine Hazards – Subsea completions, flow 
lines, risers, overboard discharges, vents, subsea vents 
that may cause turbulence

Installation Heading/Orientation
Tidal Flow – Tidal stream arrows relative to high water 

Dover or site specific tidal information relative to a 
standard time superimposed on installation diagram. 
Also rate of tide at Springs and Neaps

Bulk Hose Hang-off Points – If possible, detailing 
products per hose and position

Information Pertinent to Station Keeping – e.g. 
Positions of laser reflectors etc. 

Any other information deemed appropriate for Master 
of a vessel visiting installation for first time
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Summary of Requirements

1. Simplicity – Keep information simple and don’t over-
complicate with unnecessary data, e.g. UTM Co-
ordinates, make of crane etc.

2. Avoid Duplication – Sailing Instructions and 
Operator’s manual generally contain all the info. 
necessary on reporting etc. Common Guidelines 
have all procedures for bulk transfers, so why include 
on card?

3. Pictures – The vessel sees the installation from the 
sea, NOT from the air. Why have aerial photos?

4. Graphics – A good diagram detailing outline of 
Jacket and topsides (displaying overhang), platform 
orientation, crane positions and positions of relevant 
hazards like risers, discharges etc. is preferable to 
written word or aerial photograph.

5. Tidal Information – Facility to display tidal currents 
during vessel’s stay, either installation specific or for 
nearest tidal diamond, is valuable to vessel staff.

6. Uniformity of Data Layout – If all cards were 
drafted in same format, this would eliminate or 
reduce confusion when looking for information at 
different installations.  


