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Additional Tool Box Talk 
conducted between 2/O, 
Cadets and ABçs 
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2/O Coxswain 
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Immediate Causes 
 

ÅPremature Release of the Rescue Boat Painter 
 
ÅThe Rescue Boatçs Engine was not started before the boat entered the water 
 
ÅThe early release of the painter caused the towing forces normally absorbed by the painter to 
shift onto the fall wire 
 
ÅEnea was making headway through the water, this resulted in the rescue boat to be dragged 
along broadside to 
 
ÅBy paying out more wire the Rescue Boats fall wire angle increased, resulting in a heavier drag 
and consequently dipped the gunwale into the water, causing the Rescue Boat to capsize 
 
Å2/O Coxswain was trying to release the hook, got caught in the lifting bridle spread. Once the 
Rescue Boat capsized his lifejacket inflated and the additional buoyancy contributed to trapping 
him as he struggled to break free. Mr Parsonçs attempts to get clear by trying to undo the crotch 
buckle and subsequently the main buckle whilst the Rescue Boat was being dragged caused his 
lifejacket to get caught in the painter hook. 
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Ships 
Heading 
295o 

Ships Speed 
2.5 knots 

Wind 260o 

5 knots 

Position of rescue boat 
when it capsized 

Sea State Rippled Wçly, Sunny Clear day,  vessel possible pitch and roll 1 â 2 degrees. 
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ÅDue to the high potential of a fatality a full Investigation was initiated 
 
ÅThe MAIB was informed and a copy of the Final Report was sent to them  
 
ÅThe MSF was informed by way of Safety Flash 18-2011. A Further Safety 
Flash with Findings and Recommendations SF 22-2011 has been issued 
 
ÅAll vessels in the fleet were instructed to review their Risk Assessments and 
Procedure for Launching/Recovery of Rescue Boats to include the importance 
of the painter. The Correct Sequence to be included as follows 
 
1. Engine started before or as the boat enters the water 
2. Fall wire hook released 
3. Painter released 
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Painter Release 
Mechanism 
Locking Bar 


